
Osaka Prefecture, Osaka City, Sakai City,  Kyoto Prefecture, 
Kyoto City, Hyogo Prefecture, Kobe City, Nara Prefecture, 
Shiga Prefecture, Wakayama Prefecture, Mie Prefecture, 
Fukui Prefecture, Tottori Prefecture, Tokushima Prefecture
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More info.
https://www.the-kansai-guide.com/
en/exciting/02/

More info.
https://www.the-kansai-guide.com/
en/exciting/06/

Cross the bridge onto the island 
from which Japan was born
According to legend, Japan was built, starting 
with the birth of Awaji Island. The surrounding 
waters get whirled and the landscape changes 
face dramatically. The world’s longest 
suspension bridge serves to connect the main 
island with Shikoku. Joruri, the Japanese-style 
puppet play, was also handed on to the next 
generations. Get to Japan’s first-born island.

HARIMA,SETTSU
Hyogo Hyogo  /  Toku sh ima  /  Wakayama

Look at the elegant Himeji 
Castle and down the road 
to Kyoto
Now 400 years old, the castle is still graceful. Also 
known as the Egret Castle, the fortress protected 
the strategic spot for its roads to the capital and 
the sea routes to the port. Along the highroads 
where samurai warriors swaggered about, 
swordsmiths and sake brewers boosted their 
business. Experience rich culture of the country.

KOBE, AWAJI ISLAND &
TOKUSHIMA

Himeji Castle / HYOGO

The Whirlpools of Naruto / TOKUSHIMA

Keino Matsubara / HYOGO

Awa Odori / TOKUSHIMA Vine Bridge in the Iya Valley / TOKUSHIMAArima Onsen/HYOGO

Kikyo Hayamitsu Japanese 
Sword Factory / HYOGO
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Features of railways in Japan

1

●To board trains, you need to buy a paper ticket or an IC card with a 
sufficient balance of cash value added in advance.

●On some limited express trains, you must have a limited express ticket in 
addition to the regular boarding ticket.

●On some limited express trains, all seats are reserved. The seat number 
and car number are noted on the reserved seat ticket.

Pe
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How to use the ticket vending machines

Going through the ticket gate

◎Buying a ticket
1. Check the fare to the destination station on the fare 

schedule posted above the vending machines.
2. Put enough cash for this fare into the machine, and 

push the but ton  ind ica t ing  the  fa re  to  the  
destination. Don't forget to take any change for 
your payment.

◎Buying an IC card (In case of ICOCA）
1. Messages will appear in English if you push the "English" button on the screen.
2. Push "IC card purchase" on the screen.
3. Insert 2,000 yen in cash. There is a deposit charge of 500 yen for the card. You 

can use the balance of 1,500 yen as e-money.
* The deposit (500 yen) is returned when the card is returned.

In a lmost  a l l  s tat ions,  the t icket  gates are 
automatic. You can go through them by inserting 
the paper ticket into the slot or passing the IC card 
over the reader.

The procedure may differ with the 
machine. Please ask the staff if you 
have any problems.

1. Insert your card into the card 
holder on the upper right part 
of the machine.

2. Select the desired additional 
amount  of  va lue  f rom the  
amounts displayed on the 
screen.

3. Insert cash for the amount you 
selected.

4. Take the card with the amount 
added.

How to add value to your IC card (using a machine)

S t a t i o n s  w i t h  
similar names may 
a c t u a l l y  b e  f a r  
apart ,  and there 
are stations with 
d i f fe ren t  names 
t h a t  a r e  w i t h i n  
walking distance of 
each other.

Transfer Trivia:Station Names 特 急
Limited Exp

ress

快 速
Rapid 急 行

Express普 通
Local 回 送

Out of
 Servic

e 

Buy a ticket (boarding ticket) or an IC card

2

There are two ways to buy tickets or IC cards: purchase from 
station staff at the window, or purchase using the ticket 
vending machines.

About IC cards
By adding enough cash value 

to the card for  your r ides in 
advance,  you can r ide t ra ins,  
subways, buses, and certain other 
means of transport with the IC card. 
It is very convenient, because you 
simply pass it over the IC card 

reader when boarding and 
exiting.

W a i t  a t  t h e  
markers for the 
train car doors.

This sign displays 
the train that will 
be arriving on the 
platform next.

Check the time 
a t  w h i c h  t h e  
train you want to 
ride is scheduled 
to arrive.

On the train information panel, etc., 
check the number of the platform for 
your  t ra in  and  the  number  o f  the  
boarding door, and stand in line at the 
corresponding place. When the train 
arrives, let all of the people exiting go 
out first, and then board in single file, in 
the same order as the line.

point

J a p a n e s e  t r a i n s  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  
designations depending on the railway 
company. They include "limited express," 
"rapid," and "express." In addition, even 
trains going in the same direction may 
stop at different stations. In the case of 
some limited express trains, you must 
pay an extra charge in addition to the 
regular fare. If you have any doubts, 
please check with the station staff.

Types of trainspoint

Osaka
Station

Umeda
Station

Gion-shijo
Station

Kyoto-
kawaramachi

Station

Transfer by Foot

JR

Keihan Hankyu

Subway

Kobe
Station

Kobe-Sannomiya
Station

Transfer by Train

JR JR

JR Hankyu
Hanshin

Go to the right platform for 
the train you want to ride

Osaka
Station

Shin-Osaka
Station

Osaka Metro: Umeda, Nishi-Umeda, Higashi-Umeda Stn.,
Hanshin: Osaka-Umeda Stn., Hankyu: Osaka-umeda Stn.,
JR-West: Osaka Stn., Kitashinchi Stn. Transfer Guide

Osaka Metro : Namba Stn., Kintetsu/Hanshin: Osaka-Namba Stn., 
Nankai: Namba Stn., JR-West: JR-Namba Stn.  Transfer Guide

Subway: Kyoto Stn., Kintetsu: Kyoto Stn., 
JR-West: Kyoto Stn.  Transfer Guide

Subway: Sannomiya Stn., Sannomiya-Hanadokei-mae Stn.,
Hankyu: Kobe-Sannomiya Stn., 
Hanshin: Kobe-Sannomiya Stn., Port Liner: Sannomiya Stn., 
JR-West: Sannomiya Stn. Transfer Guide
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Unlock the Best of KANSAI. 
Your Journey Starts Here!

All about Wonderful Time in Kansai

The Gate to KANSAI
Useful info
Safe travel 
Things to do 
Gastronomy 

Getting around 
Events 

Accommodations 
Souvenir

What's New KANSAI 
Map

Helpful for transportation systems, etc.
Tips for your reliable, comfortable journey. 
Must-see, must-watch spots in each area. 
Culinary delights and restaurants.
Best deals for discount tickets and tour passes. 
Updates on local festivals and events.
Hotels, inns, guesthouses and other lodgings. 
Suggestions for local souvenirs and tokens. 
Up-to-date information about Kansai.
Kansai region at a glance.
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